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	הוראה
	ענין
	חלק



	The fate of the Jews is not subject to the laws of nature; it depends on their observance of Torah
	The decree of Haman and his defeat were not in the natural way
	א

	Eternal message of Purim is not to trust in natural means but rely on the merit of Torah learning
To strengthen the mitzvah of gifts to the poor, appropriate to provide money to the children
	(א) Mordechai learned Torah with the children and only afterwards advised Esther to approach the King
(ט) Mitzvah to increase in gifts to the poor, since this assists physically and spiritually

(יא) The custom is to give מגבית after Simchas Torah, on Yud-Tes Kislev and on Purim
	ב

	We do a physical meal which expresses the uniqueness of the Jew that has an internal “knowledge” beyond intellect of the difference between “blessed be Mordechai” and “cursed be Haman”
	The uniqueness of the Jews remaining distinguished from non-Jews is in the manner of the use of their physical bodies
אורה – תורה שבעל פה   Perceive holiness in their use of intellect
שמחה – יום טוב            An entire day permeated with holiness
ששון – מילה                 High level of rejoicing; weakening a person’s desires for material things, taking “spoils” from one’s enemy (Yetzer HaRa)
ויקר – תפילין                Wearing a symbol solely to show that one belongs to G-d
Thus, Haman opposed these mitzvos forcibly; he was not bothered by the Jew’s claims to spirituality; Haman protested the Jew’s claim to a physical uniqueness
	ג

	Learning Chassidus (always connected to the source) allows one to connect one’s activities to G-dly matters
Mesiras Nefesh on Purim is higher than intellect, and one receives its influences throughout the year

HaShem rewards the woman that assists others in protection and growth of their family members
	(א The matter of “till one doesn’t know” is the similar to immersion in the mikveh; nullify one’s (intellectual) desires
(ב Yom HaKippur is “like” Purim (each has a lottery); however, the bitul of Yom HaKippur is to lessen in (or separate from) physicality; the focus of Purim is the involvement in physical matters in order to purify the physical

(ג Esther made decisions on her own

    Women need to 1) be involved in education of the children            2) support spouse to have time to learn Torah
	ד

	While G-d's blessing must be clothed in the natural vessel of human action ("all that you do"), the main emphasis must not be on the garment, but on stimulating G-d's abundant blessings through the study of Torah and the performance of mitzvos
	Mordechai and Esther turned to prayer and fasting prior to taking action; they understood that the appeal to Achashveirosh was only the vessel for salvation from above
	ו


	From the level of הסתר each Jew reveals, through the power of mesiras nefesh (חשך), the inner most part of one’s soul (גילוי אור)
	Mordechai saw the challenge and salvation of Purim in spiritual terms; thus, the Jews needed to do Teshuvah and the laws afterwards required (spiritual) celebration
Esther saw a physical challenge and physical salvation; thus, in a manner of physical means, she approached the King for assistance and she advocated the physical laws of reading the Megillah and sending gifts
	טזא

	Simchah of Purim to the point of עד דלא ידע (beyond limits) enables us to the renewal of receiving the Torah
	"קיימו וקבלו היהודים" – קיימו מה שקיבלו כבר
Express in the Mitzvos of Purim the acceptance of Torah  by the nullification of oneself (receiving Torah which is beyond one’s understanding) and the happiness of others beyond limitations
	טזב

	The main concept for most people is what is good for others takes precedence over additional in Torah study
	Mordechai left his learning to be involved in saving lives    (תורתו מתברכת); some of the Sanhedrin did not conduct themselves in this manner (תורתו משתמרת שבלב)
To a certain extent Mordechai was affected by this decision (went from 4th on the list to 5th on the list)
	טזג

	The Jewish children of today can again lead and awaken the adults by involvement in the Written and Oral Torah, including Chassidus
	Mordechai’s avenue to nullify the decree was to awaken the Jews’ essential point of contact with G-d, that would bring to thought, deed and action of mesiras nefesh in actuality

The three verses by the children returning from school represent the three spiritual levels of faith in G-d, confirmed to Mordechai that the Jews still had the faith.   see below
The guarantee of the children by Matan Torah leads to the revelation of mesiras nefesh at the time of Purim, when all Jews completely accepted the entire Torah unconditionally
	כא

	MORDECHAI SOUGHT DIRECTION FROM THE CHILDREN

	Verse From the Child
	The Potential Fear
	The Counter of Faith

	אל תירא מפחד פתאם
	Fear from a revealed danger
	An innate faith that all that occurs G-d does for good

	עוצו עצה ותפר
	Intellectual concern about the danger
	An intellectual faith that the danger is not real

	ועד זקנה אני הוא
	Natural danger that appears from the order of the world
	A faith the G-d can overcome the natural order


	Our service (daily or throughout the year) begins with יראה and concludes with שמחה
Beginning of Orach Chaim             שויתי ה' לנגדי תמיד
Ending of Orach Chaim (Purim)     וטוב לב משתה תמיד  
In the time of Galus, this simchah is Purim; and the highest level of Simchah is Purim Katan (only hinted in Shulchan Oruch)  see below
	כו

	General Levels of Obligation in Simchah

	Yomim Tovim
	Torah Obligation

	Nisuch haMayim (Bais HaSho’evah)
	Halacha to Moshe from Sinai

	Hakafos on Simchas Torah
	Jewish Custom

	Purim Katan
	Manner of Allusion (remez)

	The Purim miracle therefore revealed, within nature, that G-d's conduct with the Jews - even as they exist in the natural realm - is truly above and beyond the natural
	Since the Jewish people themselves gave credence to one of the "70 wolves" and took pleasure in being invited by "that evil person," they annulled their supernatural guardianship 
This evil decree came about because the Jewish people chose to rely totally on the forces of nature
	לאא

	On Purim every Jew has the ability to obtain a strong connection with G-d in the “secrets of the Torah” that lead to a greater connection throughout the year
	Story of Rabbah and Rav Zeira actually occurred on Purim; both physically drank wine (in excess) in order to reveal the secrets of the Torah, which leads to the highest level כלות הנפש (like Nadav and Avihu), a leaving of the soul from the body
שחיטה הוא הענין של משיכה והעלאה
	לאב

	“The King” (HaShem) invited all the Jews to the “meal” (learning Torah and doing Mitzvos) in a manner of freedom of choice and not by force (like holding a mountain over their heads); thus, simchas Purim is higher than natural limitations, and in the future, never ceases
	At the meal in Shushan the emphasis was on the needs of each individual; each person’s portion of food and drink were according to that person’s own needs; thus, each person (including the Jews) were not coerced but willing participants (this is the reason Vashti was not culpable for refusing the King’s request)

	לוא

	Even in our natural settings, we should feel the supernatural; thus, Purim is connected to Pesach
	Three reasons for not saying Hallel on Purim
Miracle of Purim occurred outside of Eretz Yisrael so that was not enough revelation (חפצא)
Reading of the Megillah takes the place of saying Hallel

Miracle of Purim did not accomplish enough since the Jews remained the “servants of Achashveirosh” (גברא)
At the core of each reason, the miracle of Purim was a miracle enclothed in nature
	לוב
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