NOT TO FEAR
אַל-תִּירָא מִפַּחַד פִּתְאֹם וּמִשֹּׁאַת רְשָׁעִים כִּי תָבֹא (משלי ג, כה)

עֻצוּ עֵצָה וְתֻפָר דַּבְּרוּ דָבָר וְלֹא יָקוּם כִּי עִמָּנוּ א-ל (ישעיהו ח, י)

וְעַד-זִקְנָה אֲנִי הוּא וְעַד-שֵׂיבָה אֲנִי אֶסְבֹּל אֲנִי עָשִׂיתִי וַאֲנִי אֶשָּׂא וַאֲנִי אֶסְבֹּל וַאֲמַלֵּט (ישעיהו מו, ד)
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These three verses are first found linked together in Esther Rabba 7:17. There it is related that after the decrees against the Jews were sealed and handed over to him, Haman and his cohorts were filled with joy. They happened upon Mordechai who was walking in front of them. Just then Mordechai saw three young children on their way home from school. Mordechai ran over to them, and Haman and his friends followed to see what Mordechai wanted with the children. Mordechai asked the children P’sok li psukkha, tell me what verse you are studying in school. The first child quoted Proverbs 3:25, “You will not fear sudden terror, or the holocaust of the wicked when it comes.” The second child quoted Isaiah 8:10, “Plan a conspiracy and it shall be annulled, speak your piece and it shall not stand, for God is with us.” The third child quoted Isaiah 46:4, “Until your old age I am unchanged, and until your hoary years I will carry you, I made you and I will bear you, I will carry you and I will rescue you.” When Mordechai heard this he laughed and was filled with a great joy for he now knew that the Jewish people would be saved from Haman’s decree. This infuriated Haman who then decided to kill the Jewish children first.

	MORDECHAI SOUGHT DIRECTION FROM THE CHILDREN

	Verse From the Child
	The Potential Fear
	The Counter of Faith

	אל תירא מפחד פתאם
	Fear from a revealed danger
	An innate faith that all that occurs G-d does for good

	עוצו עצה ותפר
	Intellectual concern about the danger
	An intellectual faith that the danger is not real

	ועד זקנה אני הוא
	Natural danger that appears from the order of the world
	A faith the G-d can overcome the natural order

	Mordechai’s avenue to nullify the decree was to awaken the Jews’ essential point of contact with G-d, that would bring to thought, deed and action of mesiras nefesh in actuality

The three verses by the children returning from school represent the three spiritual levels of faith in G-d, confirmed to Mordechai that the Jews still had the faith.   

The guarantee of the children by Matan Torah leads to the revelation of mesiras nefesh at the time of Purim, when all Jews completely accepted the entire Torah unconditionally
	The Jewish children of today can again lead and awaken the adults by involvement in the Written and Oral Torah, including Chassidus.
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The Vilna Gaon, in his sefer Kol Eliyahu, offers these three pesukim represented to Mordechai the three instances where Amalek attacked the Jewish people, and their eventual redemption from those ordeals. 
	Amalek’s Attacks
	Child’s Verse
	Meaning

	The Jews at Refidim
	“Do Not Fear”
	“Asher karcha baderech”, meaning the attack came suddenly, without any prior warning.
This pasuk exhorts us to be unafraid even from a surprise attack.   

	Dressed up as Canaanim
	“Plan and it will be annulled”
	Ruse of the Amalekim to dress up as Canaanim; the Jews would pray to be protected from the Canaanim (and not the Amelekim).
This pasuk states their speech will give them away and spoil their plan since the Jews decided not to mention any specific nation in their prayers.

	In the form of Haman
	“I am unchanged”
	Haman told his cohorts that the G-d of the Jews was aging and could be defeated.
The pasuk says Hashem will always redeem the Jews


