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THREE KEDUSHAS

Rav Ada bar Ahava similarly said: From where do we derive that an individual may not say Kedushah in the absence of a quorum? We learn it from the verse: 'And I will be sanctified amongst the Jewish people'. All matters of holiness (דבר שבקדוש) may not be recited with less than ten. -Berachos 22b

There are three points in the prayer when Kedushah is recited: 
1) In the blessing of Yotzer Ohr (קדושת יוצר); 
2) in the repetition of the Amidah; and 
3) in U'Va LiTzion (קדושה דסדרא). 

The Poskim disagree in defining the Kedushah that one may not say without a quorum. There is consensus that the Kedushah of the repetition of the Amidah must be said with a quorum. The points in contention are the Kedushah of Yotzer Ohr and the Kedushah of U'Va LiTzion. Some hold that this limitation applies to each time Kedushah is said, and therefore an individual not praying with a quorum would be required to skip these points. Others hold that this restriction applies only to the Kedushah recited during the repetition of the Amidah. Some distinguish between the Kedushah of Yotzer Ohr that may not be said by the individual, and the Kedushah of U'Va LiTzion that may. Some say that the individual may always say the Kedushah if it is recited as one reads the Scripture with the appropriate cantillation (טעמים).

Shulchan Aruch Siman 59 Seif 3:

     According to some kedusha in the beracha of יוצר may be read by an individual since it is merely recounting what occurs but others maintain that an individual should skip it since it may only be read with the tzibur. One should be concerned with the latter opinion and when being recited by an individual he should sing it with the trup as though he was reading the pesukim from the Torah. The custom is to follow the first opinion and an individual may say it.

When answering this Kedushah it should be done out loud.

    When skipping Kedushah one should say ואמרים ביראה קדוש ואופנים וכו ' ואומרים ברוך. Pri Chodosh writes that if a person is reading Kedushah by himself because he arrived late but there is a minyan he may read it to himself since a tzibur is present. (M.B. 10) 

    Vilna Gaon agrees with second opinion but since one should not abandon a custom if it is recited by an individual he should read it with the trup. (M.B. 11)
    This Kedushah should preferably be read while sitting. (M.B. 12) 

    When recited as an individual it should be read quietly but according to others even an individual may read it out loud. (M.B. 13)
Shulchan Aruch Siman 132: Magen Avraham 
     It is best to say Kedushah of U'Va LiTzion with the congregation. Therefore, if the congregation begins this section, one should skip Ashrei and said of U'Va LiTzion with the congregation (and say Ashrei later). NOTE: According to the Ariza”l prayers are said according to the order of the Siddur and one does not skip.
The Melody of the Reading

A certain Jew lived in a town with no regular minyan. As he was learning through the Mishnah Berurah he encountered this halachah that one who davens without a minyan should say the Kedushah of Yotzer to the tune of the Torah reading. He wondered was he really required to change his habit and sing this section? Although the Rema brings that the custom is to be lenient, the Mishnah Berurah holds that it is preferable to sing these pesukim. When he consulted the Kaf Hachaim to get something of a broader picture, he saw the many Poskim who hold like the Shulchan Aruch that one should sing this selection. He also noticed the ruling of the Kaf HaChaim himself that one should even sing this Kedushah even when he prays with a minyan so that he will be accustomed to singing it. Of course, the Kaf HaChaim is a Sefardic source who most often follows the opinion of Rav Yosef Karo.

This man wondered what he should do in actual practice. When Rav Yosef Shov, shlit”a, asked this question to Rav Nissin Karelitz, shlit”a, he ruled that one need not sing this Kedushah. “It is true that the Mishnah Berurah concludes that it is preferable for one who davens alone to recite it with the melody of a Torah reading. Nevertheless, I have never heard of anyone actually doing this while praying alone…”
Chaza”l established that in the Kedusha of Amidah responses one says at least 21 words and 85 letters prior to mentioning the name of G-d. (first 2 verses of HaAzinu and in the Parsha of ויהי בנסוע):


נקדש שמך (Askenazi nusach) has exactly 21 words and 85 letters.


נקדישך (Sefardi/Chasidic nusach) has 22 words and 85 letters.








